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UPCOMING EVENTS 
July 20:  WORSHIP AND SUMMER SUNDAY SCHOOL, 10 AM 
Sharing the gift of music this Sunday:  “The Fancher Boys Trio!”  Rev. Peters’ sermon is 
entitled, “Whether You Know It or Not.”  The scripture is Genesis 28:10-19a, the story of 
Jacob’s dream at Bethel. 
 
CROSSROADS SUMMER SPECIAL! 
The CrossRoads gang is getting together on Sunday night, July 20, for a service entitled, 
“Camp Memories.”  Several ALUCC youth who have attended UCC summer camps this 
summer will be talking about their experiences.  We’ll sing camp songs, too.  In the 
chapel at 6:06 PM.  Dress casually, and give it a try! 
 
JULY 27:  GREEN SUNDAY! 
WORSHIP AND SUMMER SUNDAY SCHOOL at 10 AM 

• On this Sunday, we remember God’s call to us to be good stewards of the earth 
(see Genesis 1: 26-31, our scripture for Green Sunday).  

• We encourage those who can to walk, bike, or carpool to church.  During 
morning worship, we’ll share some ideas on how we can help care for creation – 
things we can do in our homes and things we can do as a church. 

• The CrossRoads band will be with us; we will sing some newer contemporary 
Christian music as well as some familiar hymns. 

• Rev. Peters’ sermon is entitled, “For the Beauty of the Earth.” 
 

SUMMER SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Summer Sunday School is for 3 year olds through those just finishing 3rd grade.  During 
the summer we have a Summer Book Club; a different book with a Christian theme or 
moral is read along with a craft that goes with the theme.  If you could help one or two 
Sundays, please sign-up at the Welcome Center.  This is an excellent opportunity for 
parents who are not able to teach during the year to help out. 
 

AN I NVI TATI ON:   the congregation is invited to the open church wedding of Allison 
Greene and Rupert Bosley on Saturday, July 19 at 4:00 p.m.  Allison grew up in the 
church and will be residing in Ashland. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ALUCC ACCEPTS GI FT OF NEW YOUTH CENTER 
In a congregational meeting held July 13, members voted unanimously to accept a gift 
from anonymous donors of a new youth center, to be built over the foundation of the 
existing Retreat House (former parsonage.)   
 
T.J. Frie and Mark Spaetzel are coordinating all plans, in close contact with Youth 
Director Nate Taylor.  Dave Witzigreuter has been consulting on all aspects of demolition 
and construction.   
 
The next step is to approach the city Planning Commission and receive all necessary 
permits.  Once the project is approved, more details will be shared.  In the mean time, if 
you have any concerns or suggestions, please contact one of the committee members, 
Nate, or Kelly. 
 
The donation is primarily for material costs.  The labor will be done by volunteers from 
the church family, sort of a local Habitat project!  If you have any building trade skills, we 
will be asking for your help.   
 
A WORD FROM KELLY 
HEAPS OF THANKS 
Some of you, I’m sure, have watched the television show, “Extreme Makeover,” in which 
a house is completely remodeled in a week’s time.  I experienced an “Extreme Office 
Makeover” when I was in Chicago this summer.  The Senior Minister’s office had not 
been updated in decades.  It was gutted right before I left.  A group of volunteers 
removed the ceiling tiles, installed new electrical lines, reworked the entire HVAC 
system, drywalled, painted, installed closet shelves, and moved all of the furniture back!   
 
I have not yet put anything up on the walls, and I need to purchase a lamp or two.  After 
that, I will have an official Open House.  But please stop by and see it.  Our workers did 
a marvelous job.  I feel very comfortable now that I have an attractive and professional 
room for counseling, meeting prospective members, and other functions. 
 
My hearty thanks to the Work Crew:  Mike Doane, Paul Dunford, Mike Farmer, Bob 
Fisher, Jason Forbes, Mike Fowle, T.J. Frie, Dean Henrichsen, Paul Kress, Mark 
Spaetzel, Glenn Williams, Dave Witzigreuter, and Don Young.   
 
My thanks, too, to the Decorating Committee for overseeing and planning the project:  
Mike Fowle (Chair), Valerie Holub, Kim Irish, Gerry Paine, and Drew Small. 
 
Finally, thanks to several members who made donations to the office renovation project.  
 
 

SUMMER ART SHOW:   Display of watercolors and pottery by Linda & Leslie Borton 
at the Avon Lake Public Library, June 28 – July 31. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



A PARABLE OF HOSPITALI TY 
About six years ago or so, Bob Reich, who was still pastor of the Sheffield Lake UCC, 
received an email from a group called Bike and Build.  “We’re biking across the country 
to raise awareness for Habitat for Humanity.  We’ll be in your area. Could we sleep in 
your church one night?”  Bob directed the email to me, knowing our church had more 
room. 
 
We have hosted Bike and Build ever since, always in the first week of July.  This year, 
for the first time, we hosted for two days, since the group did a Habitat build in the area.   
 
If you have not been around and met these college students, I encourage you to do so 
next year.  They are phenomenal young people.  The young man I sat next to at dinner 
Tuesday night just graduated from the University of Chicago.  This fall, he’s entering the 
Peace Corps where he’ll serve in Morocco for two years.  I said, “How did you raise the 
money for Bike and Build?”  (Each participant has to raise all of their own expense 
money…several thousand!)  He said, “I received a $4000 inheritance from my 
grandmother.  I knew I could easily blow it on nothing worthwhile.  Instead, I used it to 
give myself a memory for a life time, and hopefully help some people along the way.”   
 
One of our members was reluctant to host this year.  She said, “To be honest, this year 
was really not a good one for us to host riders.  We always had a great experience in the 
past but our schedule was too crazy this year.  At the last minute we had some time and 
I really just wanted to bag it but I knew you were still scrambling for those last few 
homes.  Last night I went to bed thinking what a privilege it was to spend time with such 
wonderful people--both the riders and ALUCC families.  I'm glad we could show them 
such warm hospitality.” 
 
All of the riders expressed joy and gratitude for their Avon Lake stay, which included 
perhaps the only real bed they’ll sleep in all summer, swimming in Lake Erie, and leaving 
on Wednesday morning with a trailer-full of food.  One of them left this note for a host 
family:  “In the first 800 miles of our trip, we’ve seen a lot of beauty and generosity.  
None of it has matched your opening your homes to our tired bodies.  The road can 
sometimes be discouraging, but at the end of the day it is people like you who want to 
make us hop on our bikes in the morning and do it all over again.” 
 
Thank you, ALUCC family, for being a part of such good news!  -Kelly 
 
 

THRI FT SHOP MAKES DONATI ONS 
The Good Neighbor Thrift Shop continues to make miracles happen.  This month, in 
addition to their regular gift to Our Church’s Wider Mission, they have donated $1000 to 
the Youth Fund (to help with Confirmation expenses as we expect a huge class this 
year), $2000 to the Mungeli Hospital in India, and $3,000 to the Pastoral Fund.  Thanks 
to the Thrift Shop board, staff and volunteers, to all of you who donate, and all of you 
who shop! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SUMMER ADULT EDUCATI ON 
On July 20, Is God “Still Speaking” to you?  This is the theme of our remaining summer 
Bible Study.  Using Acts 10:34-48, we will be discussing this topic at 11:15 in the Library.  
Bring your coffee and we’ll have the scripture and discussion ready.  All teens and adults 
are welcome.  Bob Reich.  
 
On July 27 at 9:00 (before the Worship Service) Politics and Religion will be led by 
Marilyn Sommer.  It will provide an opportunity to better understand how faith and 
political experiences can shape our lives and actions.  It will provide information along 
with stimulating discussion in an atmosphere of understanding and compassion without 
judgment. 
 
There is no registration or cost for the classes—just plan to come and join in the 
discussion and fellowship.  If you have questions, contact Marilyn Sommer at 933-3241 
or christianed@thealucc.org or Bob Reich at 930-5370 or bjreich@oh.rr.com. 
 

ALL CHURCH PICNI C 
What could be better than an ALL CHURCH PICNIC with grilled hot dogs, buns, 
condiments, beverages and table service furnished, and all you have to do is bring a 
dish to share?  How about topping that with another appearance of the OSU ALUMNI 
MARCHING BAND OF ERIE COUNTY!!!  This will be held on Sunday, August 17, with 
the potluck starting at 5:30 and the concert at 7:00.  Weather permitting, we will be 
outside behind the church with the playground and some other lawn games.  Too wet or 
hot, we’ll move into Fellowship Hall and the Sanctuary.  There is no cost or registration 
and you are encouraged to bring friends, especially those who have no church.  
Questions?  Contact Bob Reich (Membership Board) at 930 – 5370 or 
bjreich@oh.rr.com.   
 

THRI FT SHOP NEWS 
Good Neighbor Thrift Shop is having a huge tent sale August 2nd, 10 AM – 4 PM. To 
receive 10% off your purchase, bring in any non-expired canned fruit, spaghetti’os, toilet 
paper, or paper towels, which will be donated to CRS.  Linda Schmitz, of Sheffield Lake, 
and regular customer, made a beautiful quilt to be raffled off, $1 per ticket, and this 
money will go to Haven Center.  Stop in and buy your tickets!  We hope to see you for 
coffee, fellowship, fun, and to support missions.  This is in conjunction with the 
Convenient Food Marts' rib cook out and Michael's Ice Cream Store.  Visit this quaint 
area of Avon Lake! 
 
ALSO, HELP NEEDED!  People to come in around 4:30 one day a week to help with 
minor duties (vacuum, trash, tidying up for the next day).  Please call Kathy 933-8627, or 
just stop in!  Thanks! 
 
GRI EF SUPPORT GROUP:   For those who have lost a loved one:  a bereavement 
support group will be offered Tuesdays, July 15 – August 19, 5:30 – 7:00 PM at the 
Prince of Peace Lutheran Church in Westlake.  Sponsored by Hospice of Good 
Shepherd.  To register, please call:  440-808-6111, ext. 2181. 
 

 
 
 
 



RECEI VED I N THE MAI LÉ. .  
Dear Friends:  On behalf of Community Resource Services and the clients we serve, 
thank you for the recent donation of items collected as the mission project for your 
summer vacation Bible school.  I do believe that children taught early to share continue 
that generosity into adulthood.  We are so thankful for the continued support from the 
United Church of Christ.  Your congregation is truly a blessing to our agency! 

Sincerely, Lori Magyar, Coordinator, Client Services 
 
ALUCC PRAYER LIST:  We update this list at the beginning of each month.  Please 
contact the church office by phone (933-3241) or email (pastor@thealucc.org) to send 
an update or to add a name. 
New on the Prayer List:  Tim & Katie Schulz and Baby Schulz (Katie is on bedrest for 
three weeks).  Darlene Davis (Marken’s daughter-in-law's mother, just beginning chemo 
for a very fast-growing strain of breast cancer).  Lori Parsons undergoing tests.  Marla 
Gansor (friend of the DeChants, recuperating after breast cancer surgery).  Dan Wallis, 
awaiting hip replacement surgery on July 21. 
Members with Health Concerns:  Jack Barthels, Peg Ebner, George Horst, Eleanor 
Munroe. 
Members Receiving Treatment for Cancer:  Jeremy George, Bruce Grandy, Kay 
Griggs, Dottie Haines, Marlene Roesch. 
Friends and Relatives of Members Receiving Treatment for Cancer:  Craig Behrend 
(friend of Jane Sheard); Mara Stifter Evans (friend of the Poplsteins); Tom Johnstin 
(Dorothy Moldenhauer’s nephew), diagnosed with pancreatic cancer; Jane Laird (friend 
of Mary Lee Tyndall); Jack Langseder (nephew of Jack and Jennifer Gould); Arthur 
Nunn (Fran Brand’s brother); Michael Sparkman (classmate of Arielle Schraff); Heather 
Jones (Kathy Nicol’s sister-in-law); Shirley Doehring and Willodean Seal (friends of the 
Reichs). 
Friends and Relatives of Members:  Evelyn Lowry (Jane Barthels’ sister); Rob Doggett 
(brother of David), struggling with mental health issues; Missy Doggett (David’s wife) 
recuperating from surgery.  Flo Wightman (Maureen’s mother-in-law) hospitalized.  
Margo Gradt (Shirley Moore’s mother) receiving hospice care. 
Serving in Iraq:  Joseph Loar (Gary’s nephew).  Christin (Jodi Foley’s daughter).  
Geoffrey Wightman (Maureen’s nephew). 
Sympathy to Bonnie Fraser & her family on the death of her father, June 18.  Also 
sympathy to Brad Kunzelman & his family on the death of his grandmother July 5.  
Sympathy to Russ Henderson on the death of his friend, Pat Perella. 
Please remember our members who are homebound and in rehab or nursing home 
care. 
 
Parish Nurse Hours:  Wednesday, 2:30 – 4:00 p.m.; Evenings by appointment.  Cheryl 
can be reached through the confidential voice mail, 930-4766; the church office; or by 
email:  cherylupdegraff@oh.rr.com 
REMINDER:  If you or a loved one are in the hospital and wish prayers or visits from the 
church, please call the church office.  Otherwise, we may not know you’re there!  
 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
Hospice of the Western Reserve addresses the physical, emotional and spiritual needs 
of seriously ill people and their families.  Dedicated and passionate volunteers allow us 
to care for thousands of patients and their families.  A few hours of your time will make a 
world of difference.  Our next volunteer education will be at Hospice of the Western 
Reserve Lorain Office, 2173 North Ridge Road, Suite H on Tuesdays, August 5th – 
September 16th, beginning at 9 AM until noon.  If you are interested in attending, please 
call 284-2999. 



 
BI KE AND BUI LD REPORT 

Thank you, thank you , thank you to all who helped make Bike and Build's visit this year 
another great success - to Mike Fowle for arranging host homes, to all who provided a 
bed and a breakfast to the riders, to Wayne Eastman, Bill Stives and Paul Dunford for 
providing transportation to the build site and back to church, to the Men's Breakfast 
group for the Wednesday morning send-off, to all who provided food for the pot-lucks 
and snacks and to all who came to hear their programs and to support their cause for 
affordable housing.  You can follow them as they travel at www.bikeandbuild.org. 
 Patty Greene 
 

A THANK YOU NOTE 
Dear United Church of Christ,  
Thank you so much for your generosity and kindness.  Going home to a warm bed was a 
delightful change.  Thank you for welcoming us into your homes and families.  All of the 
wonderful food will definitely fuel us for the many miles ahead.  Thank you for a delightful 
visit!       Bike and Build 
 

SUMMER CAMP TI ME I S HERE! 
The time for summer church camp has arrived!  This year our members and friends will 
be having 90 fun and meaningful camp experiences at Pilgrim Hills and Templed Hills.  
Please keep the following in your thoughts and prayers as they make new friends, enjoy 
the outdoors, and return home safely with a deepening of their faith: 
Grandparent/Grandchild Camp Ð July 20-23 – Jodi Foley & Nicholas Foley; Linda 
Yonkers, Kaya Yonkers & Noah Yonkers; Sandy Field & Cole Thatcher 
Grandparent/Grandchild Camp Ð July 23-26 – Judy Reich, Jaret Reich & Tyler 
Andrews; Donna Shiley & Trey Wagner; Irish Peepers & Emily Peepers 
Junior Outpost Ð July 20-26 - Matthew Brand 
Genesis Camp Ð July 20-26 – Maddie Camp, Matthew Petrucci 
 

LANDSCAPING AND MEMORI AL GARDEN NEWS 
Have you noticed the beautiful gardens that have sprouted throughout the church 
property?  Most of the work is being done by volunteers.  They meet every Thursday 
morning from 9 – 11:30 AM.  All are welcome!  Thanks to the gardening volunteers for 
their planting, weeding, watering, mulch-delivering, etc. 
 
Trees have been planted around the front border of the Memorial Garden, and the cross 
has been moved to its permanent location.   
 
Just a reminder that the front professional landscaping and the Memorial Garden 
landscaping has all been paid for by designated donations.  No church general funds 
have been used whatsoever. 
 
 

DRUMMER SCHEDULE:   THE NEXT DRUMMER WI LL BE J ULY 30,  AND THE 
DEADLI NE I S J ULY 28.  
 


